Catholic Action
formed an organisation called the Volontaires Du Pape,
three thousand of whom go sometimes on pilgrimages to
Rome. Out of this latter movement has grown the
Pius XI Institute, which exists to make known and defend
the teachings of the Holy See. The Women's organisa-
tions cover a membership of something like one million
and a half women; and their work consists mainly in
helping popular education by the removal of religious
ignorance, propaganda in favour of Catholic schools,
struggling against such social evils as drunkenness and
immorality, and working in favour of social reform and
larger families, all of which is roughy speaking the basis
of Catholic Action.
The figures, however, must show that all this covers
only a small proportion of the population of France, and
out of a voting strength of nine million, the anti-Clerical
and Extremist Parties can count on nearly four million
of votes.
Catholic Action has also been outstanding in almost
every other part of Europe, but its activities have not as
yet begun in Great Britain. In 1936., a large meeting was
called together with the object of starting it, and since
then committees have sat consisting of prominent
Catholics in different parts of the country to see what can
be done. The name Catholic Action is not to be used in
every diocese, and there are many ordinary Catholics who
are a little nervous as to what it all means. Amongst the
younger generation in Great Britain are many Catholics
who have been brought up in a good Catholic atmosphere
and know and practise their religion quite regularly.
They have the instincts of most Englishmen, which
suggest that you should not force your opinions down